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THE APOLOGETIC MODEL™ OF REASONING AND CRITICAL THINKING

The Apologetic Model™ of Reasoning

The Apologetic Model™ of Reasoning equips students to think critically, logically, and biblically
while preparing for the SAT and ACT. Rather than merely memorizing formulas, grammar rules,
or test-taking strategies, students learn to evaluate evidence, draw sound conclusions, and
defend their reasoning through five guiding questions:

(1) What Is True?

(2) What Makes Logical Sense? (Deductive Reasoning)

(3) What Additional Truths Support the Conclusion?

(4) How Should Experience and Academics Be Weighed Together?
(5) Can I Confidently Defend My Reasoning?

This framework mirrors the essential skills measured on college entrance exams, including textual
analysis, evidence-based reading, mathematical reasoning, inference, grammar analysis, and
logical evaluation. At the same time, it integrates a Christian worldview by affirming that Biblical
truth is objective (based on facts not personal preferences), reason is a gift demonstrating how
we are made in His image, and evidence should be examined honestly, carefully, and humbly.
Students are trained to pursue truth wherever it is found because all truth ultimately belongs to
God, and careful reasoning is a form of faithful stewardship of the mind.

Across all sections of SAT and ACT preparation, the model consistently shows students how
disciplined reasoning produces clarity (see the examples in the Christian Worldview Educational
Learning Components section). In trigonometry problems such as the ladder leaning against the
wall, students begin with what is true, identify known quantities (angle and hypotenuse), apply
deductive reasoning using cosine, and confirm their answer with estimation and logical
consistency. This helps students develop a powerful model for defense and reason of their
Christian faith. In reading comprehension passages like the Eli and Miriam narrative, students
analyze character relationships by weighing textual evidence, distinguishing between emotional
tenderness, trust, selfishness, or charity, and testing each answer choice against the full passage.
This process reflects the historical context of the biblical world, where relationships between Jews
and Samaritans were deeply divided by centuries of cultural, religious, and political separation.
In the time period surrounding the life and ministry of Jesus, these barriers were well known and
socially reinforced, yet the Gospels consistently show Jesus intentionally engaging Samaritans and
breaking down those divisions—most clearly seen in encounters such as the Samaritan woman
at the well, where boundaries of ethnicity, gender, and tradition are challenged through
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conversation and compassion. In the same way, students are trained to move beyond surface
impressions and instead evaluate how each detail in the passage builds meaning. Just as Jesus’
ministry demonstrated reconciliation across divided groups, students learn to carefully evaluate
Eli and Miriam’s words and actions together, ensuring their conclusions are grounded in textual
evidence rather than assumption or impulse. In vocabulary-in-context questions such as Dr. Gary
Parker’s work with Mercy Ships, students infer meaning from context—recognizing that his
decades of medical service across Africa are best described as “persistent,” supported by
continuous, long-term effort rather than casual or compulsory work. In social science reading
passages discussing mental health, students evaluate competing perspectives—balancing
scientific consensus on therapy and medication with the role of faith, hope, and community—
while learning to avoid false either/or reasoning.

In grammar and pronoun drills, students apply agreement rules precisely, learning that clarity and
correctness depends on careful alignment between subject and pronoun, as seen in identifying
“their kinds” as the correct possessive form. This connects directly to how Scripture is read and
interpreted in context, where meaning depends on tracking clear references within the text itself.
For example, passages such as John 1:1-3 rely on precise language about “the Word” and its
relationship to God, while Paul’s letters frequently depend on careful pronoun reference to
distinguish between “he,” “you,” and “they” across theological argumentation. In the same way,
students learn that misunderstanding a pronoun in a sentence can distort meaning, just as
misreading referents in Scripture can lead to incorrect interpretation. This reinforces that
grammatical precision is not separate from biblical reading, but part of the same disciplined
approach to understanding truth in written form.

These examples also reflect a Christian worldview woven throughout academic reasoning. In the
mental health passage, students consider how faith and professional care can work together,
rather than in opposition, recognizing the value of wisdom found in both scientific understanding
and spiritual truth. In the Eli and Miriam passage, themes of reconciliation, forgiveness, and unity
across division echo the Christian message of restoration and peace through Christ. In the Dr. Gary
Parker passage, sustained medical service reflects sacrificial love, perseverance, and compassion
consistent with Christian mission work through Mercy Ships. Even in grammar and math, students
are trained to value order, precision, and coherence as reflections of a rational and orderly
creation.

Ultimately, just as Christian apologetics seeks to provide a reasoned defense of faith, the
Apologetic Model™ teaches students to provide a reasoned defense of every answer they choose.
The goal is not only higher SAT and ACT performance but also the formation of disciplined thinkers
who can analyze evidence, evaluate competing claims, communicate clearly, and live with
intellectual integrity. By repeatedly asking what is true, what is logical, what additional evidence
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supports a conclusion, how experience and academics should be weighed together, and whether
a conclusion can be confidently defended while still being tested, students develop habits of mind
that prepare them for college, career, ministry, and lifelong Christian discipleship.
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1. CONTENT AREAS FOR ACT AND SAT

4C provides resources and materials which will cover every area of the ACT and SAT and help
students understand the material covered for these exams. For over a decade, Capstone has been
providing ACT and SAT test prep resources and our commitment to improving student test scores
has not changed. 4C resources are designed to give students access to targeted areas so they can
maximize their time by focusing on their weaknesses and bolstering their strengths.
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2. STRATEGIES FOR THE ACT AND SAT

4C understands the strategies for both the ACT and SAT. With years of experience breaking down
the exams and developing strategies that meet the needs of every student, 4C is the most
comprehensive and efficient source in helping students and schools improve their test scores. We
provide several ways for students to choose a strategy that best meets their skill set and helps
them maximize their test scores.

EX. SAT and ACT - Trigonometry — Guesstimate Strategy

When an 18-foot ladder leans against a building on level
ground, it makes an angle of20° with the outside wall. If
the top of the ladder just reaches the roof, which of the
following expressions correctly gives the height of the
building?

A. 18 sin 20°

B. 18/sin 20°

C. 18 cos20°

D. 18/co0s20°

STUDENT FEEDBACK

Answer: C.
What Is True?

Draw it! It doesn't have to be to scale. Just make a triangle with a 20° angle and an 18-foot
hypotenuse.

We're looking for the height of the wall, which is the height of the triangle. Note that the 20° is
the angle the ladder makes with the wall, not with the ground.

What do we know to be true?
e The ladder is 18 feet long.
e The ladder is the hypotenuse.
e The angle between the ladder and the wall is 20°.

¢ We are looking for the building's height.
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2. What Makes Logical Sense? (Deductive Reasoning)
Let's look at what we know and what we want:

We know: one angle and the hypotenuse.

We want: the side adjacent to the angle.

Which trig ratio involves adjacent and hypotenuse?
Cosine!

Before doing any calculations, make sure these truths are established from the diagram and the
wording of the question.

cos 20° = h/18
Multiply both sides by 18.

18 cos 20° =h

20°
18

h

fii

Therefore, the correct answer is C. 18 cos 20°.

The conclusion follows directly from the definition of cosine.
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3. What Additional Truths Support the Conclusion?

RTFQ (Read The Full Question): Choice A means you made a 20° angle with the ground, not the
wall.

Additional truths help verify our reasoning:
e The ladder is the hypotenuse.
e The hypotenuse is always the longest side of a right triangle.
e Therefore, the building's height must be less than 18 feet.

e Since 20° is a relatively small angle from the wall, the ladder is almost vertical, so the
height should be fairly close to 18 feet.

These truths support the conclusion that Choice C is reasonable.
4. How Should Experience and Academics Be Weighed Together?
Academic knowledge tells us to use cosine.
Experience and estimation provide a second check.
Once again, if you can draw roughly to scale, you can use Guesstimate.
The height should be close to 18.
Evaluate the choices:

e 18sin20°=6.2

e 18/sin20°=52.6

e 18/cos 20° = 19.2

e 18co0s20°=16.9
Immediately eliminate:

e A (6.2) because the height is much too small.

e B (52.6) because it is far larger than the ladder.

e D (19.2) because the height cannot exceed the hypotenuse.
The estimate and the trigonometry agree.
5. Can | Confidently Defend My Reasoning — But Keep Testing?
Yes.
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| can defend my answer because:
e | correctly identified the angle as being with the wall.
e lidentified the ladder as the hypotenuse.
e | chose the trig ratio that uses adjacent side and hypotenuse.
e My answer makes sense mathematically.
e My guesstimate confirms the result.
At the same time, | should keep testing my reasoning by asking:
e Did Il place the angle correctly?
o Did | identify the sides correctly?
¢ Does the answer fit the picture?

Because the diagram, the trigonometry, and the estimate all agree, | can confidently conclude
that the correct answer is C. 18 cos 20°.
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3. ASSESSMENT

4C has full length practice tests for the ACT and SAT along with a myriad of classroom
assessments, thousands of online practice questions and in class practice to allow faculty and
staff the opportunity to grade, monitor and challenge students toward a pathway of success for
increased test scores.

All full-length practice tests are old ACT and SAT tests with no changes to the questions or
answers. These assessments are designed to assess which exam focus on the individual student’s
strengths so they can focus on maximizing their scores for the test which suits their skill set best.
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4. CHRISTIAN WORLDVIEW THROUGH MODERN SOCIETY

4C has developed practice materials that are academically formatted uniquely for the ACT and
SAT but also weaves Christian worldview directly into current issues and helps students create an
analytical academic defense for their faith and address pressing secular worldviews.

EX. ACT Social Science Reading

Despite these claims, many in the broader mental health community remain skeptical of a solely
Christian-based approach. The scientific consensus generally continues to emphasize a
combination of therapy and medication as the most effective treatment methods, particularly for
more severe mental health conditions. However, there is growing recognition of the importance
of community, hope, and purpose in mental health recovery, which are often found in religious
faith.

3. It can be reasonably be inferred from the passage that a Christian approach to mental health:

A. is a better solution than medication and therapy.

B. a small part of the mental health process.

C. should center on a daily regimen of reading scripture.

D. can be effective if it is combined with professional therapy and medicine when
needed.

STUDENT FEEDBACK

Answer: D
1. What Is True?
Start with what the passage actually says.

Paragraph 6 discusses the broader mental health community and the "scientific consensus,"
which remains skeptical of a solely Christian-based approach and generally emphasizes therapy
and medication as effective treatments.

However, the passage does not reject therapy or medication. Instead, it suggests that there may
be additional factors that contribute to healing, such as community, hope, purpose, and faith.

Paragraph 7 states:

"As more research and dialogue emerge around the role of faith in mental health, it is becoming
clear that a Christian perspective on mental health care may offer unique insights."
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This tells us that the author sees value in a Christian perspective, but not necessarily as a
replacement for established treatments.

2. What Makes Logical Sense? (Deductive Reasoning)

ACT Reading questions often test whether you can distinguish between what the passage states
and what it merely suggests.

Let's connect the evidence:
e The passage acknowledges the effectiveness of therapy and medication.
¢ The passage also highlights benefits that faith may contribute to recovery.
¢ The author never argues that faith should replace professional treatment.

Logically, if both are presented positively, the most reasonable conclusion is that a Christian
approach can work alongside professional care rather than instead of it.

Therefore, Choice D follows most directly from the passage.
3. What Additional Truths Support the Conclusion?
Several details reinforce this inference:
¢ The passage describes skepticism toward a solely Christian-based approach.
e The passage repeatedly recognizes the value of existing mental health treatments.
e The final paragraph emphasizes "unique insights," not exclusive solutions.
e The author presents faith as an additional resource rather than a substitute.
These details support the idea of integration rather than replacement.
4. How Should Experience and Academics Be Weighed Together?
The passage balances two perspectives:
Academic Research
¢ The scientific consensus continues to support therapy and medication.
¢ Professional mental health treatment remains important.
Human Experience
o Community, hope, purpose, and faith can play meaningful roles in recovery.

e Many people find strength and resilience through their religious beliefs.
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The passage does not force readers to choose one perspective over the other. Instead, it suggests
that both professional treatment and faith-based support may contribute to mental health
recovery.

When both perspectives are presented positively, ACT readers should be cautious about choosing
answers that create a false either/or situation.

5. Can | Confidently Defend My Reasoning — But Keep Testing?

Yes—but let's test every answer choice.

A. False

The passage never claims that a Christian approach is better than therapy or medication.

In fact, the passage acknowledges the scientific consensus supporting those treatments. The
author's focus is on supplementing traditional mental health care, not replacing it.

B. Tempting, but Unsupported

Since we know faith can be a helpful supplement, we might assume it is only a small part of the
process.

However, the passage never describes its role as merely "small." The final paragraph suggests that
faith may provide meaningful and unique contributions to healing.

The passage gives no basis for minimizing its importance.
C. Random

While reading Scripture may help strengthen a person's relationship with God, the passage never
mentions a daily Scripture-reading regimen.

This answer introduces information not found in the text.
D. Correct

A Christian approach to mental health can be effective when combined with professional therapy
and medicine when needed.

This choice best reflects the balance presented throughout the passage and is the inference most
strongly supported by the evidence.

Conclusion

The strongest ACT Reading answers are usually the ones that stay closest to the author's actual
claims.
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The passage supports both professional mental health treatment and the potential benefits of
faith. Therefore, the most reasonable inference is that a Christian approach can be effective when
integrated with therapy and medication when appropriate.

Answer: D
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5. SCRIPTURE INTEGRATION

Many of the practice materials that 4C provides focuses on specific ACT and SAT questions but
also utilizes scripture passages and asks ACT and SAT formatted questions to help create a dual
purpose in strengthening scripture knowledge with ACT and SAT preparation.

EX. SAT and ACT Pronoun Drill Question:

Take with you seven pairs of every kind of clean animal, a male and its mate, and one pair of every
kind of unclean animal, a male and its mate, and also seven pairs of every kind of bird, male and
female, to keep his and her kinds° alive throughout the earth. (Genesis 7:2-3)

10. What is the proper pronoun usage in this passage?
A. NO CHANGE
B. their kinds
C. they're kinds
D. it's kind

STUDENT FEEDBACK

What Is True?
Start by identifying the nouns and pronouns in the sentence.
The phrase immediately before the underlined portion is:
"seven pairs of every kind of bird, male and female"
The pronoun must refer to the birds as pairs of male and female creatures.
We also notice that the noun being described is kinds (plural).
Before choosing an answer, identify:
e Who or what owns the kinds?
e Isthe owner singular or plural?
e Does the pronoun agree with its antecedent?
2. What Makes Logical Sense? (Deductive Reasoning)
Ask yourself:
Who do the "kinds" belong to?
The kinds belong to the pairs of animals and birds.
Since the reference is to multiple pairs and multiple animals, the pronoun should be plural.
The possessive pronoun that correctly refers to a plural antecedent is: Their
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Therefore:
"to keep their kinds alive throughout the earth"
is the grammatically correct construction.
3. What Additional Truths Support the Conclusion?
Several grammar rules reinforce this answer:
e Pronouns must agree with their antecedents.
e Possessive pronouns show ownership.
e The noun "kinds" is plural.
¢ The sentence refers to multiple creatures rather than a single animal.
These clues all point toward the plural possessive pronoun their.
A quick SAT/ACT strategy:
Find the owner first. Then match the pronoun to the owner.
Here, the kinds belong to the pairs, so a plural possessive pronoun is needed.
4. How Should Experience and Academics Be Weighed Together?
Academic grammar rules tell us that pronouns must agree with their antecedents in number and
function.
Common language experience also helps:
Read the choices aloud:
e "his and her kinds"

e "their kinds"
o '"they're kinds"
e it's kind"

Only one sounds both grammatically correct and logically connected to the sentence.

When SAT and ACT questions test pronouns, trust both the rule and the meaning of the sentence.
5. Can | Confidently Defend My Reasoning — But Keep Testing?

Yes. Let's test every answer.

A. NO CHANGE

Agreement Issue

"his and her kinds" creates awkward and incorrect agreement with the plural reference in the
sentence.

The antecedent is not a single male and a single female but multiple pairs of creatures.

B. their kinds

Correct

The pronoun is plural, possessive, and properly refers to the animals and birds being preserved.
C. they're kinds

Case Issue

"They're" means they are.

Substituting it into the sentence gives:
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"to keep they are kinds alive"

which is grammatically incorrect.

Always expand contractions to test them.

D. it's kind

Agreement Issue

"It's" means itis, and "kind" is singular.

The sentence requires a possessive reference to multiple creatures and uses the plural noun
"kinds."

This choice fails both agreement and meaning.

Conclusion

The SAT and ACT often reward students who identify the antecedent before looking at the
pronouns.

The kinds belong to the pairs, so the sentence requires a plural possessive pronoun.

Therefore, the correct answer is B. their kinds.
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6. CHRISTIAN HISTORY

Many of the carefully formatted ACT and SAT passages and references utilized in the 4C test prep
curriculum provides stories that will help students develop a greater understanding of Christian
history, ancient Judaic culture, and Biblical context.

EX. ACT Prose Fiction — Reading Passage

In the season when the sun hung low, casting its golden light upon the earth, Eli, a man of great
stature and a quick stride, came up from the city of Judah to the town of Sychar in Samaria. He
had come for a purpose—to resolve a matter that had weighed upon his heart since his earlier
meeting with Miriam, a woman he fell in love with from the town, under the burning summer sun.
It was a matter that could not be settled quickly, but he had come to face it, just as the ancient
stories taught and the shadow of the resurrected Christ was still spreading through the region.

The afternoon passed slowly as they walked together, side by side. Their steps led them unbidden
towards a well, a place Miriam often visited in her quiet moments — for Miriam loved Eli with a
very special and protected place in her heart and he has all she wanted in a man. The well, ancient
and revered, lay in the shade of a fig tree, and as they arrived, Eli’s gaze drifted over the stones of
the place, worn by centuries of use. Miriam, whose heart was drawn toward remembrance and
the past, turned to him and asked softly, “Eli, do you ever mourn the past, the things that have
been lost in the sands of time?”

“Mourn?” Eli’s voice was steady, though beneath it, a quiet sorrow lingered. “Not in the way you
think.”

With that, she moved closer to the well and motioned for him to sit by the edge. "There are things
here in this land, things that speak of loss," Miriam said, her eyes gazing over the horizon, “of lives
once lived and people long gone.”

Eli sat beside her, feeling the weight of her words. She motioned towards the small hill beyond the
well, where she paused, irresolute, at the humble tombs stood scattered about. “Do you see them,
Eli? Those who rest here, in these cold stone tombs. They are the forgotten ones—the ones history
has passed over, their names lost to time. But they once lived, just as we do now.”

Eli followed her gaze, his eyes settling on the graves. Each cave opening was simple, inscribed with
a name or date, and many had faded beyond recognition. Miriam continued, her voice soft with
reverence, “Some of these souls, | believe, lived before the great divides—before the hatred
between our people, before the walls between Jew and Samaritan were built so high that we could
no longer see each other as brothers and sisters. Perhaps there was a time when we could have
sat together here, and no one would have cared from where we came.”

© 2026 Capstone College and Career Advising LLC. Page | 18



4_C CHRISTIAN WORLDVIEW EDUCATIONAL LEARNING COMPONENTS

Miriam’s voice quivered, and for a moment, Eli could see the deep well of sorrow in her eyes. She
stood and moved toward one of the graves, her hand gently touching the cold stone as if seeking
some kind of connection. "I wonder if you could ever grasp my melancholy feelings, Eli," she said,
"if any of these people dreamed of reconciliation—of a time when the bitterness would cease,
when we could all be one."

Eli stood beside her, his heart heavy with the weight of her words. He had heard the stories of the
divisions between their people, how the Jews and Samaritans could not bear to share even the
same ground. But here, in this moment, standing side by side with Miriam, he felt the stirrings of
something deeper—a connection, a bond beyond the walls that had once separated them.

He turned to her, his voice quiet but firm. “Miriam, | don’t know all the answers, but | know this—
these divisions, this separation, it does not have to be forever. Even here, among the tombs, there
is a possibility of life.”

Miriam looked at him, and for a moment, the distance between them seemed to vanish. “Perhaps
there is hope, Eli. Perhaps, like those who once lived here, we can choose to build something new
from the ashes of the past.”

As they stood there in silence, a breeze swept through the air, carrying with it the fragrance of
wildflowers. Miriam, in a moment of clarity, pointed to a distant hill where a great gathering of
her people gathered for sacrifices. “Those,” she said, her voice trembling, “are the sacrifices to
God for those who died in battle—unknown men, their names erased by time. But their pain is not
forgotten. They gave their lives for something greater than themselves, something greater than
the divisions we see.”

Eli nodded; his heart moved by her words. “Their sacrifice lives on, though the world may not
remember their names. Perhaps that is what we must do—sacrifice the walls that divide us.”

Miriam smiled, her face lighting up with a newfound strength. “Yes, my darling Eli. This must be
what Jesus of Nazareth tried to tell us when He taught in both of our lands.”

They stood together, hand in hand, as the sun began to dip below the horizon. The world around
them grew still, and in that moment, Eli felt a deep connection to Miriam, a bond that transcended
history, transcended division. It was a love born from a Savior who gave his life not just for the
Jews but for Gentiles, Samaritans, and all men and women who would live beyond them for all
time.

And as they walked away from the well, their steps in rhythm, the land around them seemed to
echo with the promise of peace—a peace that had been long awaited, but was now beginning to
bloom, like the wildflowers at their feet.
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4. The details and events in the passage suggest that the relationship between Eli and Miriam can
most accurately be described as:

A. trusting, as evinced by a shared love of frightening adventures.

B. selfish, as shown by occasional insensitivity to the needs of the other.
C. charitable, as illustrated by their generosity toward others.

D. tender, based on their willingness to share intimate feelings.

STUDENT FEEDBACK

Answer: D
1. What Is True?

This is a broad question that tests your ability to interpret aspects of the entire passage. To answer
it, you must study all choices and quickly review the main details and events described in the
passage.

Notice that each answer choice has two parts:
1. An adjective describing the relationship.
2. An example meant to illustrate that description.

When choosing an answer, both parts must accurately depict the way Eli and Miriam behave with
each other.

What do we know for certain?

Eli travels to see Miriam because of feelings that have weighed on his heart (Paragraph
1).

e Miriam loves Eli and treasures him in a "special and protected place in her heart"
(Paragraph 2).

e Miriam shares deeply personal thoughts about loss, history, and reconciliation
(Paragraphs 5-7).

e Elilistens carefully and responds thoughtfully to her concerns (Paragraphs 8-9).
e Miriam calls him "my darling Eli" (Paragraph 13).
o Elireflects on the "deep connection" and bond they share (Paragraph 14).

These details establish a relationship built on affection, trust, and emotional openness.
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2. What Makes Logical Sense? (Deductive Reasoning)
The question asks for the relationship that is most accurately described by the passage.
A strong ACT Reading strategy is to test both halves of every answer choice.
Ask:
e Does the adjective fit?
e Does the example fit?
An answer is only correct if both parts are supported by the passage.

As we review the story, Miriam repeatedly shares intimate emotions and vulnerable thoughts
about the past (Paragraphs 5-7). Eli responds with understanding and hope rather than criticism
(Paragraphs 8-9). By the end of the passage, their emotional connection is explicitly stated
(Paragraphs 13-15).

Logically, the relationship is best described as tender because tenderness is demonstrated
through affection, empathy, and the sharing of personal feelings.

3. What Additional Truths Support the Conclusion?

Several details reinforce Choice D.

In Paragraph 7, Miriam asks:

"I wonder if you could ever grasp my melancholy feelings, Eli..."
This is a deeply personal emotional disclosure.

In Paragraph 9, Eli responds:

"These divisions, this separation, it does not have to be forever."
Rather than dismissing her concerns, he engages them thoughtfully.
In Paragraph 13, Miriam affectionately calls him:

"My darling EIi."

In Paragraph 14, the narrator states:

"Eli felt a deep connection to Miriam, a bond that transcended history, transcended division."

Finally, Paragraph 15 describes their love as rooted in a shared hope and faith that reaches
beyond historical divisions.
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These details consistently emphasize emotional intimacy and affection.

4. How Should Experience and Academics Be Weighed Together?

Academically, ACT Reading requires answers to be supported by textual evidence.
Experience also helps us recognize the qualities of a tender relationship:

e Sharing vulnerable feelings

Listening attentively

Offering encouragement

Expressing affection

Developing emotional closeness
These behaviors appear repeatedly throughout the passage (Paragraphs 5-15).

However, we should not choose an answer based solely on what sounds reasonable. We must
verify that the passage itself supports our interpretation.

The strongest ACT answers are supported by both evidence from the text and sound human
understanding.

5. Can | Confidently Defend My Reasoning — But Keep Testing?

Yes. Now test every answer choice.

A. Trusting, as evinced by a shared love of frightening adventures

This answer is tempting because Eli and Miriam do seem to trust one another.
However, the example does not fit.

Nothing in Paragraphs 2—-15 involves frightening experiences or adventurous activities. Their time
together is spent discussing history, grief, reconciliation, faith, and hope.

The adjective may be partially true, but the example is false.

Eliminate A.

B. Selfish, as shown by occasional insensitivity to the needs of the other
Neither character demonstrates selfishness.

Miriam openly shares her feelings (Paragraphs 5-7), and Eli responds with compassion and
understanding (Paragraphs 8-9).
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Throughout the passage, both characters are attentive to each other's emotional needs.
Eliminate B.

C. Charitable, as illustrated by their generosity toward others

This is also a weak choice.

Miriam expresses sorrow for forgotten people and victims of conflict (Paragraphs 5, 11), but the
passage does not show either character performing acts of generosity or charity.

Compassion and charity are not identical.

The supporting example is not established by the text.

Eliminate C.

D. Tender, based on their willingness to share intimate feelings

Correct.

Miriam shares her deepest concerns about loss and reconciliation (Paragraphs 5-7).
Eli listens, empathizes, and offers hope (Paragraphs 8-9).

Miriam calls him "my darling Eli" (Paragraph 13).

Eli experiences a "deep connection" with her (Paragraph 14).

Their willingness to share intimate feelings is one of the central themes of the passage.
Choose D.

Conclusion

When answering broad character questions, evaluate both parts of every answer choice.

A choice is only correct if both the descriptive word and the supporting example are supported
by the passage.

While some incorrect answers contain a partially accurate observation, only Choice D is fully
supported by the evidence in Paragraphs 5-15, where Eli and Miriam repeatedly demonstrate
affection, emotional openness, and a deep personal connection.

Answer: D. Tender, based on their willingness to share intimate feelings.
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7. LIVING A CHRISTIAN LIFE FOR OTHERS

4C practice resources also provide ACT and SAT passages and questions which focus on
supplemental values and Christian ideals that promote and encourage Christian service and

Christian ethical treatment of others.

EX. SAT — Reading/Writing Craft and Structure

Beginning in 1986, Christian missionary with Mercy Ships, Dr. Gary Parker, continuously worked

to promote public health; this effort involved traveling throughout the vast regions of
Africa, providing life-changing surgeries and medical care, while ensuring both physical and

spiritual well-being within the community and sharing the love of Christ.

Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

A. impartial
B. offhand

C. persistent
D. mandatory

STUDENT FEEDBACK

Answer: C. persistent

1. What Is True?

Start with the facts given in the sentence.
The passage tells us that Dr. Gary Parker:

e Began serving in 1986.

e Continuously worked to promote public health.

o Traveled extensively throughout Africa.

o Performed life-changing surgeries.

e Provided ongoing medical care.

o Served both physical and spiritual needs.

The key clue is the phrase:
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"continuously worked to promote public health"

The correct answer must match the idea of long-term, ongoing effort.

2. What Makes Logical Sense? (Deductive Reasoning)

A strong SAT strategy is to replace the blank with each answer choice and ask:

Does the word logically match the evidence around it?

The sentence emphasizes consistency, dedication, and long-term service.

As used in this context, persistent means continuing steadily over time despite challenges.

Because Dr. Parker's work is described as continuous and extensive, "persistent" is the most
logical word.

The evidence and the word point in the same direction.
Therefore, Choice C is correct.
3. What Additional Truths Support the Conclusion?
Several additional clues strengthen the answer.
e The service began in 1986 and continued over many years.
e The word "continuously" directly suggests endurance and consistency.
e Traveling throughout vast regions requires commitment and perseverance.

e Performing surgeries and providing community care requires ongoing effort rather than
occasional involvement.

All of these details support the idea of a persistent effort.

A useful SAT habit is to look for words in the passage that act as synonyms or near-synonyms for
the answer.

Here, continuously strongly supports persistent.
4. How Should Experience and Academics Be Weighed Together?

Academically, vocabulary-in-context questions require students to determine meaning from
context rather than from dictionary memorization alone.

Real-world experience helps too.
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When we hear that someone has spent decades traveling, serving others, and continuing difficult
work, we naturally describe that person as:

e dedicated,
e committed,
¢ determined,
e persistent.
The context creates a picture of endurance and faithfulness.

However, SAT students should always verify their instincts by checking whether the surrounding
words support the meaning.

5. Can | Confidently Defend My Reasoning — But Keep Testing?
Yes. Let's test every answer choice.

A. Impartial

Incorrect.

"Impartial" means unbiased or not favoring one side over another.

The sentence is not discussing fairness or neutrality. It is discussing the nature of Dr. Parker's
effort.

Furthermore, the passage emphasizes his specific mission of promoting public health throughout
Africa. The issue is persistence, not impartiality.

Eliminate A.

B. Offhand

Incorrect.

"Offhand" means casual, informal, or lacking careful thought.

The passage emphasizes years of travel, sacrifice, surgeries, and service.

Because this work clearly involved dedication and intentional effort, it would not make sense to
describe it as offhand.

Eliminate B.

C. Persistent
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Correct.
"Persistent" means continuing steadily over time.

The text states that Dr. Parker "continuously worked" to promote public health while traveling
extensively and providing life-changing care.

The word precisely matches the context.

Choose C.

D. Mandatory

Incorrect.

"Mandatory" means required by a rule, law, or authority.

Nothing in the passage suggests that Dr. Parker's work was compulsory.

Rather than emphasizing obligation, the passage emphasizes the continuous and extensive
nature of his service.

Eliminate D.

Conclusion

Vocabulary-in-context questions are often solved by finding the key clue that surrounds the blank.
Here, the phrase "continuously worked" points directly to the idea of persistence.

When the evidence, the definition, and the context all agree, you can confidently defend your
reasoning while continuing to test the alternatives.

Answer: C. persistent
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