
David got on excellently, for he did his best, and found both courage and strength in his humble 

beginnings. It gave him real satisfaction to tend to his flock, keeping the sheep in order, leading 

them to pastures, and ensuring they were safe from harm. There was a sense of peace and 

purpose about his work that contrasted greatly with the noise and bustle of his brothers' lives, 

and the struggle of his own humble home. Like most young men, David had a desire to prove 

himself, and he was wise enough to recognize the value of his quiet life, finding joy in the 

simplicity of nature, and wondering why others, even his brothers, didn't appreciate the quiet 

strength of the land as he did, preferring the noise of battle or the tension of court life. Before 

his time with Saul, David was secretly anointed as King of Israel and had gained fame for killing 

Goliath.  Because of his success with Goliath, Saul invited him to stay with him at the palace and 

serve him there.  

Saul resided in a grand house, with many servants to tend to his every need. He was a man of 

power, often proud and full of himself, with little regard for those who served him. He issued 

commands with a stern hand, expecting nothing less than perfection from his servants. His wife, 

Ahinoam, was a woman of great beauty and nobility, but she too carried herself with an air of 

superiority, hardly ever acknowledging the effort of those who worked in the household. 

Though David had once tended sheep in the fields, he now found himself in Saul’s service, 

playing the harp to soothe the king’s troubled spirit. David did his work faithfully and with a 

heart of humility. His music was beautiful, and whenever Saul was distressed, David's playing 

brought him a sense of peace. Yet, Saul, though he enjoyed the soothing sounds of David's harp, 

never fully acknowledged the young man for his talents or character. 

David, though humble in his station, could not help but observe the lavish life that Saul and 

Ahinoam led. The grand feasts, the fine clothes, and the respect they commanded in society 

were all things David had never known, but he did not covet them. Instead, he focused on his 

duties, finding joy in serving with excellence. David took great pride in keeping the rooms in 

order, ensuring that the food was served at the right temperature, and always staying out of the 

way while the nobles entertained. 

In that day, kings were well revered and often took a condescending view on their subjects, 

especially those who served them.  Saul never recognized the loyalty or devotion from his 

subjects, only that his needs and wants were met with blind faithfulness. Saul never recognized 

that David was acutely aware of his future position but humbly understood that Saul was the 

current king anointed by God. He did not realize that David was content to serve faithfully and 

wait, allowing God to control the circumstances. 
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As the days passed, David could see the deep divide between him and Saul. Saul would often 

boast of his victories, his lineage, and his connection to the throne of Israel, but David saw 

something else. He noticed the king’s pride, his insecurity, and the way he treated others with 

disdain, especially those who were beneath him in status. 

One day, while serving Saul and Ahinoam, David overheard Saul boasting to his guests about his 

wealth and his conquests. “I am the king of Israel,” Saul said. “I have everything I need, and I 

rule over this people with the strength and wisdom that comes from my lineage. There is no 

one in the land who compares to me.” 

David, though serving in the background, was moved by a quiet sense of conviction. He had 

witnessed Saul’s pride and his growing jealousy over the favor that David had with the people of 

Israel, especially after David’s victory over the giant Goliath. David knew that it was not by his 

own strength or wisdom that he had prevailed, but by the hand of God. Yet, he saw how Saul, in 

his arrogance, could not see that God's favor was not in his own boastful ways but in his 

humility and obedience to the Lord. 

That night, as David continued his work, he could not help but reflect on the words of the Lord. 

In his heart, he understood that true greatness did not come from wealth or power but from 

serving others with a humble and obedient heart. He had been brought low to serve Saul, but 

David knew that God had bigger plans for him. He trusted that, in time, God would lift him up to 

fulfill the purpose that had been ordained for him. 

As Saul continued to take credit for all that had been given to him, David quietly served, never 

boasting, never seeking the honor that was so often given to the king. He played his harp, 

soothed Saul's troubled spirit, and went about his work with the dignity of one who knew that 

his true worth was not in the riches of the house or the praise of men, but in his relationship 

with God. 

But Saul, blinded by his pride and jealousy, could not see the value in David's quiet humility. He 

saw only the threat David posed to his reign. And so, his heart became hardened, his mind 

clouded with suspicion and rage, but David remained steadfast, trusting in God's timing. 

As the seasons passed, David knew that God's purpose for him would be revealed, not in the 

grand banquets of Saul's court, but in the quiet moments of faithful service. Though he was just 

a servant in Saul's house, he had a heart after God’s own heart, and that would lead him to a 

future far beyond the walls of Saul's house. 

PROSE FICTION PASSAGE III

ACT - READING
©Capstone College and Career Advising LLC


